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Satire’s my weapun; but I'm too discreet, 

Jo run a-muck and tilt at alt [ meet: 

J only wear it in a land of Hectors, , 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, ard directors. —Pore. 
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LIBERATION OF MR. WOOLER 


bh TE— 
TO MAJOR CARTWRIGHT. 


My dear Sir, 

1 am aware that my emancipation from the pri- 

vations of personal confinement, will be more gratifying 

to no one than to yourself; and I therefore make no apo-— 

logy for troubling you with a detail of the circumstances 
attending it. 


- 


On Friday morning expired the period of fifteen 
wonths, which I was most wisedy ordained to spead here 
by the ‘* powers that be.” Sir Charles Wolseley did me 
the honour of coming to Warwick the day before-; and 
after breakfasting with me within the walls, I veatured > 
to step once more into the world of busy life; from what 
miviit be termed a comparative solitude. 

[ will not’attempt to describe my féelings at this traa- 
sit from still, to active life: —for to those who have not 
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been placed in the same circumstances, they would be 
unintelligible :—and to those who have, they would be 
unnecessary. 

The first question I was induced to ask myself, after I 
had shaken off much more agitation than I felt on enter- 
ing the prison, was to ask myself what those have 
gained who sent me there*—and being utterly unable 
to answer the question myself, I must refer to your 
greater experience for a reply. To me, it does not even 
appear that they have gained what I have lost :—and it 
seems that for any purpose they have had in view, their 
persecution has been entirely thrown away. 

i have been fortunately surrounded by MEN, in the 
jocal agents of this sentenee of the law! as it is ludi- 
erously called in defiance of the }aw:—and have had 
nothing beyond the inevitable evils, and natural conse- 
quences of imprisonment, to complain of. 


The prison, also, is as salubrious as such a piace can 


be; and Sir Allan Park’s declaration, that ‘* Warwick 


““ Gaol bad always been the admiration of the world,” if 
applied to the management of the prison, would have 
been an allowable hyperbole. 


From Sir Grey Skipwith, Bart. I have experienced 
the most liberal attention. Tv all the other magistrates 
fam indebted for the greatest politeness and general 
civdity. To the governor, and his lady, I am under 
equal obligations for their administration of necessary 
rules, with all requisite consideration for the feelings of 
those to whom they apply; and even the attendants of 
the prison seem influenced by the desire of giving satis- 
faction in their various departments. 

Mr, Northmore arrived here yesterday, io accompany 
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us to Birmingham, for which place we are now on the 
point of departing. Sir Charles takes the chair, and 
Mr. S. F. Waddington has promised to meet usthere. I 
should have been happy indeed, if your health would 
have justified you in accepting the invitation of the com- 
mittee ; but this was a satisfaction which I could neither 
expect, nor wish for, at the hazard of the price it might 
have cost you. 

IfT can find time, 1 will inform you of the mode of our 
reception at Birmingham ; for which great preparations 
have been making this fortnight past. Upwards of five 
hundred tickets had been disposed of on Saturday; and 
it will certainly be the most numerous assembly of the 
kind that has ever taken place in that town. 

No room was capable of accommodating the number 
expected. The committee have therefore been at the 
trouble and expence of covering in the Fives’ Court ; a 
spacious area in which a cross table of 50 feet in length, 
has been fixed, and six other tables of from 60 to. 80 
feet in length, are fixed in a longitudinal direction. Mr, 
Attwood has declined accepting an invitation to thedinner ; 
but has senta candid and valuable declaration of his sen- 
timents, in which he professes himself a convert to the 
doctrine of Radical Reform from mature reflection on 
the abuses that exist in the system; though he still 
objects to universal suffrage, from the dread that “sf 
“ men without property were possessed of votes, they 
“ would return men without property as members of 
*¢ narliament.” | | 

This opinion we will examine at someother time—when 
1 am satisfied that a closer examination of the question 
will satisfy Mr. Attwood, that this objection to universal 
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suffrage is as untenable, as all that have been advanced 


against, it, have been found to be wh ens,bjected to the 
rigid scrutiny of manly truth. 


The carriage waits; and until our arrival at Bir- 
mioghaw, i must pause: 
Yours truly 
THOS. J. WOOLER 
Warwick, July 29th 1822 


a 
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DISTINCTION BETWEEN REBELLION AND 
RESISTANCE. 


—. 





The most preposterous language is held by the bireling 
partizans of despotism, with respect to the existing contest 
between Greece and Turkey; which, as the misapplication of 
terms affects the common interests of justice and humanity, 
demands exposure and reprobation. The perversion of lan- 
guage with respect to the Greeks, has been, and may again 
be, emploved to the injury of the people of other nations ; for 
nue of the many means resorfed to, by the base and venat 
minions of despotism, is the delusion which a perversion of lan- 
guage is calculated to exercise over unreflecting minds. 

This delusion consists im the employment of the words 
SUBJECES, and REBELS, when speakmg of the Greeks, im 
relation to Turkey, instead of the words SLAVES, and 
PATRIOTS. They are called subjects, in the usual accepta- 
ton of the word, as applied toe the inhabitants of a State, who 
owe obedience to the laws, in return for protection from 
them ; in order that their resistance may be denominated RI * 
BELLION against just authority. But it is a notorions fact, 
which not even the satellites of English usurpation, can 


venture to deny, that, in this sense, the Greeks aever were 
the subjects of Turkey. They were nothing more than ifs 
SLAVES—and, therefore, THEY COULD NOT REBEI. 
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‘aor ought their resistance to be called REBELLION, ot 
themselves REBELS. It is not rebellion, tor a slave to 
throw off his fetters, and assert his NATURAL FREEDOM 

Every slave has an UNDOUBTED RIGHT to do this—and 
if he forbears to do it, he forfeits his character as man. As 
God has given no authority to any one man, or to any set of 
men, to hold their fellow creatures in bondage, those who, by 
any chance, are fettered in the bends of slavery, are autho- 
rized by every law, moral and divine, and by all the principles 
on which faiman laws ought to be founded, in throw:ug off 
those bonds, BY ANY MEANS. Force, or fraud, cunning, 
er cruelty,— whatever may be requisite to procure that free - 
dom of which man ought never to be deprived—are allowable, 
and justifiable, to the slave who seeks to recover his liberty. 
No ties can bind him to his oppressor, save those of force ;— 
and whenever he can conquer, or elude, his tyrants, he has the 
warrant of nature for his exertions in his own behalf. What 
does the worid say of those slaves who have, in any age or 
climate, successfully thrown off their chains? Does -it not 
proclaim them men of the first order ?—patriots destined to 
smmmortal fame ?—and benefactors of the human race? Is this 
because they were successful? Certainly not :-—for the world 
is not yet so degenerate as to worship the crimes of past ages, 
however servile the existing generation’ may be to the rod which 
it fears, or to the viees by which it hopes to profit. Mere.con- 
querors‘ sink into the rank of ordinary murderers, in the glass 
which history presents; and tyrants in the grave are of no 
more consequence than madmen in their shrouds. But the 
brave spirits who wake nations from the trance of despair, and 
rousethem by glorious examplesof devotion to the public good, 
to the assertion of their native rights, involuntarily force even 
from their enemies that esteem whieh vice must. pay to virtue 

while the good of every age cherish their memories with fond 
delight, and hold them upto the admiration of ail posterity. 
In the cant of despotism, Portugal rebelled against Spain, 
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when it erected itself mto an independent state:—Hollaud 
rebelled against Spain, when it did the same thing. North 
America rebelled against England, when she refused to be 
plundered and. oppressed by rulers six thousand miles distant 
from hex shores. The blacks of St. Domingo rebelled against 
France :—and the South American States are now in a state of 
rebellion against Spain! But who uses these terms. ‘They are 
severally independent states! The rebels, who were threatened 
with the halter and gibbets, as the most desperate criminals 
in the first instance ;—and consigned to fire and sword i 
tlie second, when they had become too powerful to be 
strangled by the hangman;—have been converted into kings, 
aud nobles, and senators, and ministers of religion; and in 
their turn have called resistance to their oppression rebellion! / ! 
It is curious to observe the grades of character with despotism, 
that this thing called rebellion assumes, When its adhereats 
are few, its means trivial, and its objects beyond its reach, it 
13 called high treason. The victiins are seized—party justice 
mounts her seat, and the traitors, as they are called, are exe- 
cuted on the scaffold, amid the execration, or the regret of the 
people, as the government happens to be popular or other- 
wise! In its second stage: when the resisters are able to 
defend themselves from the first attacks of the existing power, 
it is called rebellion, and the disputers of a right to oppress 
them, are called rebels. The civil power calls in the military 
to its aid; and the rebels are pursued with fire aud sword. 
If they are subdued, those who are not slaughtered in the field, 
are handed over {fo the tribunals, and the rebe/s perish in the 
same manner as the traitors. Ht, however, the resisters 
are strong enough to measure sword with sword; and are 
in a condition to make prisoners, and to kill, as weil as to be 
killed and taken prisoners themselves, then they rise in the. 
scale of respectability with despotism; (which acknow- 
ledges no s espectabilety but frrce) they are called tnsurgents. 
the rebellion be comes an insurrcction—aud despotism grovs 





THE RLACK DWARF. | 11 


civil, in proportion to its fears, until it is beaten into common 
honesty, and is compelled to receive a3 equals those whom it 
would have much more gladly have executed as traitors! Such 


ts the progress of freason to the very height of patriotism / 
Well might the satirist exclaim—- 


* Treason does never prosper |—Wirat's the reason ? 
Why, when it prospers, none dure call it treason !” 


The Barons who obtained Magna Charta would bave been 
rebels bad the tyrant John been able to subdue them. Uamp- 
den was a rebel to the tyranny of Charles the First! and 
Sydney was executed asa traitor to the tyranny of James the 
Second! Yet inthe History of England we have not two 
more tlustrious names—not two characters of whom a nation 
might,be more justly proud. It fact, these epithets are only 
abusive nicknames, which ure ansparingly thrown at all who have 
sense to feel, and courage to defy oppression. Nor is there 
any thing mere absurd than for a despotism to complain of 
rebellion ;—fot where submission is an act of treason to our 
very nature, resistance cannot be a crime; and where resist. 
ance is a virtue, and a duty, it cannot be rebellion against just 
aathority, 

There is no axiom in moral politics more clear than this — 
that SLAVES CANNOT BL REBELS. Those who owe no 
allegiance, can break no fealty. Those who do not. receiv: 
protection, cannot owe obedience. It has been the fashion to 
hold the subjects only bound by the engagement of the suc.al 
contract; and to contend for unconditional submission, how-~ 
ever defective (he protection might be. But all wise and brave 
nations have proclaimed that the coutract isreciprocal. But, 
at any rate, where there is no protection, and plunder ts sub- 
stituted in its stead—where large portions of the people are 
put out of the pale of even ordinary privileges, and totally 
despoiled of all rights, they can oxe nothing to the govern. 
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ment: ~and have aclear right of escaping from its oppression, 
when, and as, they can. 


Who now thinks of calling theBlacks of St. Domingo rebels? 
Their independence and right of selfgovernment is acknow- 
ledged by all. Yet what an outcry would be raised in 


England if the Blacks of Jamaica were to rebel! ‘Troops 
woul be sent out, military execution would be proclaimed— 
districts would be given to the flames—and licensed murder 
would bare its bloody arm for general desolation! All this 
was exhibited in St. Domingo. The Blacks were treated as 
brutes, until they proved by their swords an indisputable 
title to be treated as men! If the whole of the Indian 
islands were to succeed in proclaiming the independence auc 
sovercign authority of the native Blacks, it would be called 
@ GLORIOUS REVOLUTION — an event at which bumanity 
ought to rejoice—in less than balf-a-century; or as soon as. 
the commercial oytery which the transfer of interests would 
occasion, should have passed away. 

If, then, the philanthropist must rejoice at the success 
of such enterprises, with a feelings should it regard the 
period of the struggle? The Greeks have not more actual 
claims upon our humanity than other slaves rising in opposition 
to tyrauny would have; but they are more identified with oui 
feelings. We have been tanght to admire the Greeks of former 
days; and the very name awakens an enthusiastic glow 1. 
every besoin but that of an English boroughmonger, aud bits 
minions! Let them dwell with cunmng hypocrisy upon the 
cruclties of the Greeks; and seek to hide the yustice of 
their RETALIATION, In the paltry excuse, that ‘Turkish bar: 
barity is apologized for by the atrocities committed on both sides: 
They cannot, by this artifice, prevent the British public from 
discovering that the barbarities of the ‘Turks are the wanton 
provocations of infurtate tyranny :—and that WHATEVER 
VENGEANCE the Greeks mav take, is but just RETALIATION 
for the despolism, murder s, plunder, and violations of THEIR 
TYRANTS. They are not in arms against just rulers, but 
ayainst BLOODY and RELENTLESS OPPRESSORS. They are 
not rebels to legitimate authority, but ASSERTORS of the 
RIGHTS of MAN against the VINDICTIVE CRUELTY and xA- 
PACIOUS SPOLILATION Of masters who add insu/é to all the 
other crimes and follies that justify resistance, In short, 
they are NOT the SUBJECTS of the Turkish Government 
—-they haye been its s/aves:—they are now its ARMED 
ENEMIES, and we trust they will be iis CONQUERORS. 
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REMARKS 
ON THE 
CONSUMPTION OF PUBLIC WEALTH 
BY THE CLERGY. 
ar ne 


A publication of the most astounding facts, in relation 
to “ Church Property” in Great Britain and Ireland, 
has been issued from the press of Effingham Wilson, 
of the Royal Exchange. We have long wished that 
some competent individual woul.! take the trouble to col - 
ject the data which this pamphlet presents; and we will 
venture to predict that a more important exposure was 
never presented tothe public ; asthe facts required only to 
be collected, to enable every honest man to arrive at 
the same conclusions. This compilation was the more 
necessary at this period, when the silly and inierested 
zealots in and out of parliament have been advancing 
their ridiculous and untenable theories with respect to 
the tenure of Church property; which it has been at- 
tempted to assimilate to private property of the most sa- 
cred description. The result of this investigation proves 
beyond all question that the amount of property held by 
the Established Church of Great Britain and Irelaad, 
is very far indeed beyond what is necessary for ils sup- 
port to all useful purposes; and that it exceeds in amount 
all that is pay to ald the Christian Churches in the 
world besides! No reason, no policy, no justice, can 
justify this. Common honesty, and ordinary decency, 
revolt at the astounding proposition! One can hardly 
help wondering whether we are not residing among a 
race of lunatics, when we see il proved to a demonstra- 
tion, that the Christiansof France, America, Spaiu, 
Portugal, Tungary, Italy, Austria, "Switzerland, Prus- 
sia, the minor slates of ‘Germany, Holland, the Ne-, 
therlands, Denmark, Sweden, Russia, the © bristians i in 
Turkey, South America, and elsewhere, to the amount 
of nearly TWO HUNDRED MILLIONS OF PEOPLE, receive 
something less than NINE MILLIONS :—thatis, the Chris- 
tian world, exclusive of great Britain and Ireland, 
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pays an average of less than one shilling for each indi- 
vidual Christian per annum! While the Church of 
England alone, in Great Britain and Ireland, receives a 
yreater sum froma population of feenty-one imiddions ; 
which is an average of about ten shillings per head for 
every British Christian! Great Britain, doubtless, 
ought to have the best government, and the best reii- 
gion In the world, if the quality of either depends upon 
the price; for itis beyond all question that she pays 
ihe dearest for them; though they do not seem todo her 
much more good than what is obtained by her neighbours 
from articles so much cheaper. 

Before we present our readers with the calculations 
from which these results are drawn, we cannot avoid 
quoting the following appropriate observatio2 upon the 
propriety and justice of applyimg the surplus of the 
Church property, after the proper maintenance of its 
ministers, to the liquidation of the national debt. 

‘¢ A crisis in the financial concerns of the British 
empire, must in the opinion of many persons, before 
long take place ; when something like Mr. Heathtield’s 
plan must be attempted ; and the holders of ali the rea! 
property of the country, (lands, houses, &c.) and of 
the funds, must, perhaps contribute a portion of their 
property to extinguish a part of the national debt. Inso 
pressing an emergency, it seems extremely probable 
that the church pr roperty will be the first applied to 
the same purpose. Ais course has been followed am 
alichristian nations, where from the piety or ‘superstition 
of the people, a large property had been given to the 
church. In Germany yErance, Italy, Spain, and Por- 
tugal; in short, wherever a large property had accu- 
mulated in the ‘hands of the clergy, although the people 
were all of the same religion, all such property has been 
uniformly applied to the service of the nation, and we are 
now the only people who have a large mass of ecclesias- 
tical wealth in reserve. Even in the papal tyranny of 
Rome, the church property has been sold io pay the 
national debt ; so that far more property belonging to the 
clergy is to be found in any part of England, of cqual 
extent, thanin the Roman State. The cardinals of Rome. 
the bishopa, canons, and prebends, have no longer princely, 
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revennes. A cardinal who formerly had thousands, has 
now only four or five hundred pounds English a-year. 
But then, a new,and much more useful set of richmen has 
grown up—the new landlords,—men who purchased the 
estates, and living on them, improve them to the best 
advantage. The purchase money paid off the whole 
national debi. Inall these cases, the WORKING CLERGY, 
and the PeorLE, were in favour of these reforms of the 
money-matters of the church ; for it was found that ¢he 
riches were in the hands of men who kept aloof from 
the people, while the working clergy who mixed with 
them, and were their real spiritual pastors, were only al- 
lowed a miserable scanty subsistence. Thesereforms have 
been followed by acomfortable provision for the working 
clergy. Whatever we may think of the continued at- 
tachment of these nations to the doctrines, discipline, 
and liturgy of their church, we must give them credit 
for great good sense,in putting a stop to the excessive 
consumption of public wealth by their clergy. 

‘° These alterations in the revenues of the clerical 
bodies, though long wished-for, never were effected but 
at periods of great national convulsion. Probably, had 
the clergy consented to a revision of their incomes, 
before suchi moments of violent excitement, they might 
have made much better terms for themselves. 

** The consumption of public wealth, by the Establish- 
ed Church of England and Ireland, is not only greater 
than thatofany other national churel ; but itsclergymen 
are said to receive in the year more money than all the 
clergymen of ali the rest of the whole christian world 
put together. Should any thing near this ve found to be 
thecase, considerable part ofits wealth may be very proper- 
Jy applied to relieve thenational burthens ;—the more so, 
as of the twenty one millions of people composing the popu~ 
lation of our islands, less thanonethird, or seven: millions 
of people (only) are hearers of the Established Church ; 
~~the remainder, oz upwards of fourteen millions, being 
attached to other christian persuasions. 

‘* Some men consider us engaged in running the race 
of national greatness and power more particularly with 
France, andthe United States of America ; and contend 
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that we ought nolto bear an enormous weight of a Church 
establishment which they are freed from ! They coasider, 
that it gives those nations a great advantage over us ; 
and that difference between what we expend on the 
clergyand what they do, the would be enough to pay 
the annual expences of a war between us.* 

“* As to France, they say, that while we pay atten- 
tiqn only to the party squabbles there, she is proceed- 
ing with the greatest economy and wisdom ; that she is 
very properiy generous to the Royal Family; and ju- 
diciously economical in every other branch of her ex- 
penditure, including that on the clergy ; who, however 
if they have work to do, are all provided for moderate- 
ly and without distinction of sect. The consequence 
8, that France is extincuishing her national debt rapidly, 
and solidly advancing iu wealth and power ; which her 
neighbours on her northern and north-eastern frontier 
are said to be anxious t> encrease by joining her ! 

‘¢ The United States of Ameriea, after France, or 
even before her, are, in the opinion of these persons, 
to be looked to as our rivals; and they are not, like us, 
burdened with an expensive church establishment. _ It 
is contended that our young men now at Eton, will see 
the United States of America surpassing us in the num- 
bers of her people, and of her seamen ; and their navy 
the most powerful of the world, after ours. The 
armies, influence, riches, and perhaps subsidies of 
France, in combination with the nayal vigour of the 
United States, will one day demand the full exertion of 
our power; and perhaps will render judicious our ceas- 
ing to expend on the clergy of less than one-third of the 
people, a sum thought to be as great as the revenues of 
the clergy of all the other Christian nations on the face 
of the earth. 

*¢ With a view to giving information, and preparing 
for further enquiry on this subject, the following tables 
have been framed, showing the expenditure on the clergy 
in the various Christain States. Documents exist to 





OO 


* In 1792, the expences of the government, interest of the debt 
included, was about nine millions. The Established Church re- 
ceives more than eight millions and a half. 
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vive the French expenditure on the clergy - with perfect 
accuracy ; and also to give that of the church of Segt~ 
land with great correctness. The expenditure in Spain, 
Portugal, and Hungary, has also been ascertained with 
considerable precision. The guides used in framing the 
other tables have been—the data obtained from a know- 
ledge of the expenditure of the churches just named ; 
information collected from geographical and statistical 
works; and from the works of numerous recent travel- 
lers ;—documents given in the public papers of Eng- 
land, France, Spain, and Portugal; verbal communica- 
tions with natives and other residents, and with recent 
travellers in each country; submitting occasionally the 
tables te such persons for examination, discussion, and 
correction. | | 

“ The great difficulty is to ascertain the wealth of the 
Church of England and Ireland. The ‘ Clerical Guide,’ 
published by Rivington’s,gives the value agreeably to the 
ancient estimate in the King’s Books; which is often 
less thana two hundredth part of their real value. The 
‘Irish Ecclesiastical Register,’ printed by Nolan, 
Pablin, doesnot give any account of the value of church 
prefermentsin Ireland. Jn the absence of any authentic 
documents respecting the value of church property iu 
these kingdoms, a great variety of statements, calcula- 
tions, and estimates, on this subject, are therefore of- 
fered here, and laid open to examination and discus- 
sion, 

‘* All the tables show the principles on which they are 
calculated ; and ample references are made tothe various 
sources of information for the use of those who take an 
interest in the enquiry. 

‘€ While some incline to the opinion that no provision 
need be made for the clergy—that the English, being at 
least as religious a people as the Americans, will sup- 
port the clerey handsomely by voluntary contributions, 
as is done by the people of the United States; and by 
more than half the peuple of cur own islands for the 
pastors of their own persuasion:—others, and the more 
numerous party, think a liberal but still reasonable legal 
provision is most adviseable. Many plans present them- 
selves for carrying such a provision into effect. It is not 
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thought foreign to this inquiry to give the details of one 
here; and, accordingly it isadded after the other tables ; 
and also the mode of substituting such provision in lieu 
of the present one, in the event of the richesof thechurch 
being applied to the relief of the nation.” 

Such is the sensible introduction to the enquiry, from 
which the following results are derived. The trivial 
errors that may be detected in the details, cannot very 
materially affect the general conclusions, which forcibly 
suggest the necessity of an immediate revision of the 
Clerical establishment of England. 


Expenditure on the Clergy in France. 
Episcopal Body, and dignitaries, in all, 578 persons, 





FECEIVE ...0. orececcccccesocs sieseeeesevsses £86,114 

2836 Catholic Rectors, at 481. per annum ..... - 138,480 

22,960 Catholic Curates, at 311. perannum ...... 701,760 

357 Protestants, at 56]. per annum ...........0008. 19,922 

4008 for occasional services at 101. per annum ... 40,000 

3500, Ditto at Sl. per annum ... 28,000 

For uncertain occasional aid, is granted ........... 10,000 
Loss on the previous calculations to keep round 

RO Oe Mm 

Total of the French Church Expenditure ... 1,047,837 





The Protestant ministers are paid higher than the 
Catholics, because they are permitted to marry,and have 
wives and families to support; an instance of liberality 
in a country where there are 29 Catholics to one Pro- 
testant, that shames the persecution of the Catholics of 
ireland to a degree at which even an Irish Orange-man 
might blush. But this is not all. Let a methodist. 
an?Anabaptist, an Unitarian, an Independent of any de- 
scription go to France, and bring over to his way of 
thinkiny a sufficient number of people to form a congre- 
gation, and to erecta place of worship; and he will, 
by application to the minister of the interior, or home 
department, get a national stipend for the officiating 
clergyman. Every University in France, and every 
post in the Universities, are open to the youth: and 
every civil and military employment in the stale is open 
to men of all denominations. That absurd word “‘tolere 
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ation,” the use of which implies that one man has.a 
right to tolerate the opinions of another, is banished from 
France, and “ equal liberty and equal protection” are 
the admitted rights of all. Previous to the revolution, 
France had nearly 400,000 ministers of the Catholic 
Church; that is, more than ten dimes as many as sbe 
possesses now, all the ministers of all denominations and 
ranks, amounting at present only to 35,643. Before 
the -revolution, the revenues of the church amounted to 
7,400,000 sterling; so that, by the revolution, France 
has gained perfect liberty of conscience :—she has annu- 
ally saved six milhons, three bundred and fifty two 
thousand one hundred and sixty-three pounds:—and 
sent about three hundred and fifty thousand idle drones, 
who were accustomed tolive upon the labours of others, 
to earn their own livelihoods by honest and useful occu- 
pations. Had nothing else been gained by the French 
revolution, it woul l have been a NATIONAL BLESSING, 
and even CHEAPLY PURCHASED by all the bloodshed that 
was occasioned,through the envy and fear of the crowned 
despots of other states. 


Expenditure on the Church of Scotland. 


There are 938 clergymen who enjoy benefices; and of 
these 893, have the charge of parishes; 45 have celle- 
giate churches ; and with those who are supported by 
voluntary contributions, and those not regularly engaged 
m the ministry, may bring the number up to 1,000 ; 
the income of which amounts to £206,000 

Dissenters from the Kirk, cost ‘ 44,006 











250,000 

Expenditure on the Church of Spain. 
552 Dignitaries ...........0- hiensssibeenanamennts £109.406 
30,000 Working Clergy .......ccseescevescesees 1,025,000 
Total Expence .......ccccscccceecsesescs vee = 1,034,400 


Previous to the revolution in Spain, there were in that 
country 180,242 ministers and agents of religion, living 
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in more than 3,000 convents, and possessing real proper- 
ty, land, and buildings, to the amount of 186,500,0001. 
which at 5 per cent. would yield a revenue of more than 
nine millions a year; exclusive of tithes, and various 
other taxés and dues far the clergy. ‘The Cortes have, 

with equal wisdom and justice, put this property on sale, 
for the benefit of the nation, making a moderate provi- 
sion for all the parties who were dependent upon it.— 
They have reduced the direct tithes ene half, and abo- 
lished all other payments to the church. The Aalf-trihe 
has been found amply sufficient to maintain the reformed 
church; so that, upon the whole, Spain has been 2 
greater gainer even than France ; though it is to be re- 
gretted, that she has not abolished tithes altogether, and 
have left the ministers of religion to the payment of their 
flocks, as in America. The “American is far preferable 
to the French mode ; as stale-pay makes priests state~ 
Airelings: and to tax any one for the support of opi- 
nions wiiich he deems erroneous, isthe grossest injustice, 
and the most pointed insult that can be offered to a mati 
of spirit and integrity. It is to compel him to contribute 
his property, to support the propagation of what he 
thinks errer, falsehood, or delusion! Jlowever, it was 
something of importance to reduce the national priest- 
hood from 148,222, to Icss than 17,000, which has been 
effected ; and to ptoduce a saving of more than ten mil- 
lions sterling, perann. ; the difference of which to the na- 
tion, between its consumption by a horde of unproductive 


drones, and being left to circulate in productive labour, 
will be immense. 


Evpenditure on the Portuguese Church. 

165 Dignitaries are allowed . £24,800 

4,300 Working Clergy . . . 262,500 

Total expenditure . . . . £287,300 
All the pessessions of the church have been taken info 
the hands of the government, since the late revolution 
The foilowing passage from a paper published at Lisbon. 
in March last, will shew how rapidly the public mind 
as been calightened upon these subjects, in a country 

supposed to be the most barbarous in Europe: — 
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‘* The tithe is one of those imposts which, perhaps, is 
deaerving of some modification. It is now universally 
known, that this contribution, or tax, is not ore of di- 
vine right ; for if it were so, Sovereigns could neither 
appropriate it to themselves (as is the case in our Ame- 
rican possessions), nor divert it to other uses and appli- 
cations ; nor remit, nor appropriate it, as was the case 
in its appropriation to the breaking up of new lands, by 
jetters patent, or charter, of 11th April, 1815. The 
obiations, or offerings, with which the people in the 
first ages of the church voluntarily agteed to support 
the clergy, were, in the sixth century, converted by the 
people themselves into aregular payment, which was 
in veneral a tenth of the produce. This fice offering 
became a wsage ; and this came to be regarded as pro~ 
perty ; and so long ago as the eighth century, this tithe 
is found embodied in the civil laws, and forming a right ' 
but solely having for its object, the decent support of the 
ministry of the altar. If, however, the obligation was 
general, it was not always uniform. On the contrary, inits 
quota it was as various as are the Catholic nations; and, 
sometimes, as various as the provinces of the same na- 
tion. In some places, a tenth was paid; in olhers, a 
twentieth. a thirtieth, and as far as a fortieth! We 
remember that, in the constitution made by D. Martins, 
Archbishop of Barga, in 1304, he fixed the tithe in the 
proportion of one in seventy, on the neltproduct. From 
all this, we would only conclude, that if it should be 
thought necessary, it is without doubt dawful, to re- 
duce the tithes on those lands where the payment is one 
part in every ten, where the cultivator rans a risk of 
loss; and we shal! not enlarge farther on this subject.” 

It is evident this writer might have carrie! the con- 
clusion from his premises much farther. He might haye 
shewn the cause of the difference in the rate of the tithe, 
which having for its object only the decent support of 
the clergy, would naturally vary in proportion. to the 
numbers of the clergy with respect to population, and 
the wealth of different districts ; a dwentieih, cr a for- 
tieth, being likely to produce in some places, more than 
a éentA in others: and the sums requisite for the decent 


support of the chureh being obtained, there is no pre- 
Vor. 1X, No. 8. | 
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tence for levying more under the tax denominated tithe 
—All Jay impropriations, or contributions, paid in the 
shape of tithes to persons who do not belong to the 
church, aie gross impositions on the good sense of man- 
kind. But though the writer might have gone much far- 
ther, they have gone a great way farther than could have 
been expected in Portugal; and we should be happy to 
see as much good sense prevail generally in England. 


xpenditure on the Hungarian Churches. 


Hungary contains about eight millions of inhabitants, 
divided into several sects, who were tearing cach other to 
pieces in the name of religion, until Joseph EI. of Austria 
placed them all on an equality, and enacted a law which 
declares no man obliged to pay tythe or tax to a religion 
to what he does not belong. Thisis the nearest approach 
to common sense we find recorded of an Austrian Em- 
peror; and it is unfortunate it should have been so little 
regarded in the way of example. As all the seets sup- 
pert their own teachers, economy is the order of theday. 
Nearly 6,500 Priests of the Latin Catholic Church are 
maintained for 320,000]. at an average of 601. per annum 
each. The Calvinistic Church has 1383 clergymen, at 
an average of 44]. amounting to 60,896]. The Lutheran 
Church has 456 preachers, al an average cf 55]. each, 
which amounts to 26,0001. The Greek Catholic Clergy 
are very poor; but not so poor as the members of the 
Greek Church. There is no reason to believe the re- 
mainder are better paid than those that have been enu- 
merated. 


Expenditure ou the Church. of the United States of 
Imerica. | 

Religion, in North America, is left: entirely to herself. 
The state has cechned either formally espousing any of 
her numerous daughters; or of resorting to the less cre- 
ditable mode of taking any of them inte feeping! Yet 
Religion is by no means on the wane in America. There 
are about eight thousand places of wership, supphted by 
about as many clergymen of different persuasions ; but 
they are maintained at a very moderate exponce. as the 
whole cost of the religious establishment is nef mere thar 
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$60,000. But the whole support is derived from volun- 
tary contributions ; and hence the moderate price of reli- 

gion in the United States, where ne man is compelled 
either to belong to, or to support, any church. An 
assessment on every man for some place of worship to be 
named by himself, was enforced for some time in a few 
of the states; but even the cleryy joined in obtaining the 
repeal of this law ; for it was found that places of wor- 
ship and clergymen were more liberally supported in the 
states where the contributions were left free. 


Expenditure on the Church on Italy. 


In Italy, where the Pope has reigned in such splen- 
dour as to eclipse that of temporal monarchs, and where 
the government has been in the hands of ecclesiastics for 
centuries, one might expect to find Religion wallowing 
in luxury, and its teachers possessed of all the riches of 
the land. But the contrary is the fact; and a population 
of nineteen millions of hearers maintain 20,400 clergy- 
men, the Pope included, for the comparatively small 
sum of 776,0001.; or less than one million, while the 
Church of England and Ireland, though not counting 
seven millions of hearers, consumes the value of nearly 
nine millions sterling of the produce of the country!!! 
rhe French visit to Italy has produced a variety of good 
efiects. The sales of Church estates have been held 
sacred ; and even in Sicily, where the English fleet pre- 
served the ancient system, the church lands have since 
been sold, in consequence of the example of the benefit 
to the Italian nation of the transfer of lands from znert 
possessors lo active proprietors. But the present clergy- 
men of Italy, “* whatever other faults they may have, are 
* not greedy or avaricivus. The dues of the Church are 
very light throughout Italy. The ecclesiastical tythe 
ts called the quarantese, or fortieth, and is taken ia 
“kind. A prosecution by a cler¢yman for his tythe 1s 
“nearly unknown. There are no piuraliites, and 
"© residence is strictly enforced. In Rome, the ordina 
“income of a Cardinal, the next in dignity ia the Church 
tothe Pope, (or equal to our arch-bishops) is from four 
hundred to five hundred a year; and as ancient usage 
# entails certain expencea on their rank, when in public. 


ce 
«6 
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a mt have very little left for private comforts.” — The 
* ecclesiastics who serve the Churches in Rome, and 
“who are seen clothed in the gorgeous vestments of 
“* their splendid worship, like many others who take part 
“* in pompous scenes, retire from them to very humble 
“‘ homes; and with scanty incomes from the Church, 
*‘ engage in tuition, and other pursuits, to add to the 
‘* means of their support.”—‘ The Pope, as a temporal 
** prince, is personally the feast expensive one in Europe. 
*“* Mr. Eustace considers that five shillings a day pays 
“ the expence of his table.” What a deplorable awant 
of dignity would this be called by Lord Castlereagh! 


Expenditure on the Church in Austria. 


In Austria, exclusive of its Hungarian and Italian sub- 
jects, there are about nineteen millions of inhabitants, 
who maintain 19,000 clergymen for about 950,0001. an- 
nually. *‘ Joseph II. led the way, about 40 years since, 
** to the suppression of the rich ecelesiastical establish - 
** ments, and in the equalization of thie incomes of the 
“* episcopal and parochial clergy. He did not live to ef. 
** fect all his purposes; but the events of late years 
“ have done much towards their accomplishment. The 
** remainirg Monasteries are few, not rich, and not likely 
** to survive the general example of appropriating Church 
** property to the use of the State.” 


Expenditure on the Church in Switzerland. 


Every thing is cheap and simple in Switzerland ; 9 
we are not surprised to find that there are only seventeen 
hundred ecelesiastics ; and that they are maintained fox 
the sum of 87,0001. annually ; or about 501. each indivs- 
dual ; but what does both surprise and please us, is the 
absence of all religious bigotry ; which is so complete, 
that, ‘in many parts of Switzerland, particularly at 
*¢ Lausanne and Berne, is to be witnessed the truly gra- 
“ tifying sight of the two sects, Calvinists and Catholies, 
“ using the same Church alternately, at different hours 
* There is a Communion Table for the Protestants, and 
“an Altar for the Catholics. As one congregation ts 
‘* retiring, they meet the other which is coming to the 
*€ same house of prayer; where, with similar sincerity, 
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* but in forms and ereeds that vary, they offer worship 
‘to the same DIVINE BEING.” 


“Expenditure on the CAurch ia Prussia. 


There are about ten millions and a half ef inhabitants, 
who maintain 9,578 priests, for the sum of 527,000I. 
England boasts of its éoleraéion, most absurdly, while 
even the despotic state of Prussia, sets it a glorious ex- 
ample of freedom in religious matters. All sects are 
there upon an equal footing. No scclarian differences 
oppose ihe pretensions of persons of superior merit. And, 
‘it isa curious thing, that while of ten millious and a 
‘“‘ half Prussians, there are six millions of Lutherans, and 
” _ four millions of Catholics, the King and the Royal 

‘ Family are Presbyterians, ot which faith there are 
™ only three nundred- thousand of the inhabitants.” 
What a contrast is this, to the miserable policy of Eng- 
land, which renders the Catholies proscribed dependents, 
le ost the Protestant Church should be endangered! “ In 

"* Prussia, the regular extinction of the civil | power of the 
“© Clergy is steadily pursued. Frederic the Great began 
“ by taxing the Bishops, 50 per cent. on their landed es- 
*‘ tates. The Canonries of the Chapters are still of consi- 
** derable vaiue ; but at the death of the present incum- 
** bents, their revenues become the property of the pub- 
iat 


Lapenditure on the Church in the Minor German 
Staies. , 


The minor German States, comprising Bavaria, Wur- 
temburg, Hanover, Saxony, and twenty-two other So 
vereizn ”'States, with four cities, contain about twelye 
millions and halt’ of inhabitants, and maintain 11,600 
Clergymen for the sum of 765,0001. 


Erpenditure on the Church in Holland and 
the Netherlands. 


In these countries, five millions of inhabitants main- 
tain 4,500 clergymen, at the annual cost of 268,000. 
being at the rate of about 80 ,OU0!. for every million of 
people, which is higher than any other of the Continental 
states. 


Vou. IN. No. 5 
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Expenditure on the Church in Denmark. 


The Danes are Lutherans, and 1,700,000 maintain 
1586 Clergymen, at an expence of 119 0001. The re- 
venue of the Bishop is but four hundred per annum. 

he Church property of Denmark was appropriated ic 
the services of the State, in 1536 ; and the appropriation 


was so general as to include the temporalities of the Bi- 
shops. 


Expenditure on the Church in Sweden and Norway. 


About three millions and a half of people maintain 
3,100 Clergymen, for 238,000]. annually. The property 
in this country which had been accumulated into the 

tands of the Clergy, were appropriated to the service of 
the State by Gustavus Vasa. “ The expences of his 
‘“‘ army involved him ina heavy debt; and he publicly 
‘* declared, in 1526, his resclution of reducing the num- 
‘“* ber of oppressive and idfe Priests and Monks, who, 
“* under pretence of religion, fattened on the spoils of the 
‘“ industrious people.” “* As the majority of the nation 
“was with him, the property was applied to the use of 
“* the State, without much difficulty.” 


Expenditure on the Clergy in Russia. 


The income of the Russian Churches, Greek, Catho- 
fic, and Lutheran, amount to 910,0001., and maintains 
74,270 Clergymen ; but this sum is very unequally di- 

vided—thirty-four millions of the Greek Church, contri- 
buliog but 510,001, which eight millions of Catholics 
and Lutherans pay 40,0001. 
In Turkey, the Priesthood of six millions of Christians 
s estimated to cost 180,000I. 

fn South America fifteen mitlions are estimated to 

contribute about 430,000I. annually to the Chure’. 
And the estimated expenditnre on the Clergy of the 
remaining small Christian communities, dispersed in va- 
rious parts of the world, is 150,0U01. levied upon three 
millions of people. 
rom these calculations, the writer observes——‘ it 
“appears tue people have every where (except here) 
““ cast off the prejudice that it was necessary to yield up 2 
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* large portion of their property, and the fruit of 
‘S their labour to be consumed by a numerous body of 
** idle and luxurious ecclesiastics. 

** The next table gives the state of the Church of 
‘ England. This is the only grand monument of 
“ Church wealth remaining in the world, to shew the 

“* influence and dominion over the minds and property 
“* of men, which the clergy have had the power to exert, 
‘in the ages of darkness and superstition, before the art 
‘‘ of printing, and the consequent diflusion of knowledge 
** and education.” 


Expenditure on the Established Church of England 
and Ireland. 


In England and Wales the number of the hearers of 
the Established Cburch. is estimated at six millions ; 
which is a very excessive calculation. The number of 
Clergymen of the establishment is set down at sixteen 
thous&und, with an income, in ENGLAND ALONE, of 
SE VEN. MILLIONS SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND 
POUNDS PER ANNUM. 


In [reland the Established Church has 400,000 hearers, 
seventeen hundred clergymen, and a revenue of ONE 
MILLION THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
POUNDS per enoum. ae: | 

The remaining six millions of the population of Eng- 
gland and Wales, Ireland, and Scotland amounting ‘to 
thirteen millions, pay to 7, 448 of their own Clergymen, 
about 836.0001. per annutn! which brings the salaries 
of the Catholic and dissenting ministers to something 
near the ordinary < average of ‘the rest of the Christian 
world, if the difference in the value of money be taken 
into the calculation; and the GREAT COMPARA. 
VIVE ACCOUNT, between the Church of England, 
and the Christian world stands exhibited in the following 
tables; and when they are fairly considered, and duly 
reflected upon, it will be admitted they furnish as ex- 
traordinary 2n instance of rapacity, on the one hand, 
and fo/ly on the other, as can be found in the long list of 
the instances of the presumption of despotism, and the 
easy credulity of its ignorant and voluntary dupe 
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COMPARATIVE 


Expenditure on the Clergy of all the Christian World 
except the Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland. 


Se aye ee ae ee 


Name of the Nation. 


Que ee 


F rance 


a TR 
—— - 





United estes 


Spain 
Portugal 


Hungary, <q ‘sthilien 


Calvinists 


Lutherans 
italy 
Austria 
Switzerland 
Prussia 
German Small St: wes 
Holland 
Netherlands b 
Denmark .. 
Sweden 


Russia, ee C hureb 
Catholics & Lutherans 


Christians in Turkey 
South America 


Christians dispersed ¢ Isewherel 3,00 10,000 


ee me ee oo 


The C lergy of . 


ry 
~ 


























{Expenditure \Potal amount 
Number of loutheClergy lof the Expen, 
Heareis. |per amilion/diture in each 

wi Hearers. |Nation. 
30,000 000 £35,000} 1,050,000 
| 9,600,000} 60,000) 576,000 
(HL, “O00, 000} 100,000) 1 100,000 
3,000,000} 100,000! 300,000 
4,000,000, 80,000! 320,000 
1,000,000] 60,000} 63.000 
"650, 000, 40,000) _ 26,000 
19,391,000 40,000} 776,000 
18,918,000, 50,000) *950,000 
i 720 000) 50.000) 87,000 
10, 536 000 90,000) 527,000 
12,768, 000) 60,000; 765,000 
; | 2,000,000! 80,000} 160,000 
3,000,000| 35,000! 105,000 
1,700,000} 70,000} 119,000 
3,400,000} 70,000) 238,000 
34,000,000] 15,000 510,000 
$.000,009} 50,0001 409,000 
| 6 000 000 dV 000 180,000 
15. 000, 000; 30,000 450,000 
50,000) 150, 000 





on ee eee ee 


198.728.000. receive 





£8. 852,000 


THE BLACK DWAR®F 169 
FABLE, No. Lb. 


Expenditure on the Clergy of the Established Church of 
England and Ireland. 








— _ . Nt enn an 
Expeuditare} fotal amount 

Number of JontheClergy}of the Expen- 

Name of the Nation Hearers. [per million{diture in each 


. of Hearers, {nation. 


ce nn i — a ee 


England and Wales . . | 6,000,000/1 266,000) 7,596,000 



































Weland 2 2. 2. 409,000!3,250,000} 1,300,000 
Ps 
vs 








The Clergy of . 6,400,000 people, receive 8,896,000 
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COMPARATIVE 


Eypenditure on the Clergy of all the Christian World, 
(EXCEPT THE KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND ) 


Arranged according to the three great divisions; Roman Cathohies, 
Protestants, aud people of the Greek Church. 


On ee 





ee 


lye - 
- See ‘ ‘ Expe baie | “ype ture 
Name of the Nation. Catholics. sal Vypendituy 


















































on Clergy. iain |} on Clergy, 
) | 
France - - . 29,000,000). £1,030.000! 1,000,000! £20,000 
Spain - - 11.000,0061 4,100,000 ‘is i - 
Portugal - - . 3,000,000 300.000 - - 
Hungary - - - 4,000,000 320,600} 1,700,000; 89,000 
United States - . 300,000 30.000; 9,100,000) 516,000 
italy - = = { 19,391,000) 776.000 - - 
Austria - . - 15,918,000 804,000 1,000,000) 50.000 
Switzerland — - ‘ 600,009 30,009) 1,1%0.000 57.000 
Prussia - - = -} 4,000,000! 200,090] 6.536,0¢0! —- $27, 00C 
German States . - 4.763.000; 285,000) 8,000,000) 480,000 
Holland - :, : 700,00Ct 56,000| 1,300,006! 104,006. 
Netherlands — - - 3,000,000 $05,000! ” re 
Denmark . a + 1,700,000; 119,000 
Sweden - - - | a - 3,460,000} 238,006 
Russia - - - 5.500.006 275,000} 2,500,000) 125,000 
Turkey, &c. - ‘ 1,000,006 30,000 m | -. 
South America - 15,000,009 450,000) ” re 
Dispersed Christians 1,590,000 75,000} 1,500,000) 75,000 
Totale - - [118,872,000 5,862.00 98.856.000' 2,230,000 
RECAPILVULATION, 
Catholies - . - 118.879,000 - - £€5,862,000 
Prolestants : . - 38,856,000 - - %,230,000 
In Russia, 34,900,000 
Greek Church Tork 300008 41,000,000 - - 760,000 
Austria,&c.2,000,000 








Total Expenditure on the Clergy of 198,728,000 hearers £8 392.900 


CHRISTIANS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 


—a 











Roman Cathohe: 7 ’roiestants. ]Greek Church 








——| 
In Great Britaiu and Ireland . | 5.800,000} 15,200,000) 
in all the rest of the World. . 





se 


118.872.000} 38,846,000} 41.500,000 





—_——_ . 


| 
Total. . | 124,672,000} 54,026,000] 41,500,000 











LEO A ey ett te et eee wn 





Catholics. . . 124,672,000 Pay to their Crerey £6,106, 600 
Protestant: > 54,046 000 a 11,806,000 
Greek Church 41,606.600 ; 760,600 


Cer ES ower O. wert ~ Ree 


Total of Christians, 219,728,000 Pay to ther Clergy « £18.762,000 
Of which England for 21 millions ef peeple paye more than one halt. 





ABLE, No. I. 
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Ditto 


(OF ail other denominations.) 


YO 
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Ecpenditure on the Clergy 
Of all the People of Great Britain and Ireland. ” 
Expenditure on the Clergy of.-.--. 6,400,000 Hearers---+--£8,896,000 
(Of the Church of England and Ireland.) 
on the Clergy of...- - 14,600,000 Hearers----.. £1,024,000 


a 





Total Expenditure on the Clergy of . 21,000,000 Hearers 


ttn 


-+ +++ £9,920,000 





Expenditure on the Clergy 


Of the People of Great Britain and lreland, who are not Hearers of the 
Established Church of Enzland and Ireland. 























Number of Rate of Expen-| Total of 
Hearers, |{‘liture per mil- Exp enditure. 
ton of hearers 
, eo ao a 
England} .... , 
aoa various denomina- 

Wales tions «--+..-.| 6,000,000 £ 85,000 £513,000 
Scotland, Established Kirk....| 1,500,000 135,000 206,000 
Ditto, not of the Kirk........ 500,000 92,000 44,0U0 
Ireland, not of the Est. Church} 6,600,000 40,020 261,000 





Total Hearers...... 


a 


14,600,00C. 


-«-»-Amount 


£1,024,000 
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To these comparative tables the author has added a 
third of the 7'oferant and Intolerant Nations, of which 
the following are the results. 


Intolerané Nations. Tolerant Nations, 


Sepatn.——-No man can fill any | Usiten Strares.—All men of 
office, civil or military, unless | every sect are eligible to fil 
he be a Roman Catholic | all employ men's, civil and vet 

Portucar.—The same litary. 

Iravy.—The same,exceptio the | France.—The same. 

Austrian part Roussra.—The same 

Denmarkx.—No man can Rilany | Ausrasa.—The same. 
office, ctvil or military, unless | Prousssa.—The same. 
be be a Lutheran. NETHERLANDS.-—Thic same 

SWEDEN aND Norway.—The} bavania.—The same. 


same. Wurcremrure.—tThe same 
In these countnes, however, ; Hanover.—The same 

a difference of opiuton is almost | Saxony.—The same ! 

unknown, aud though such laws 

are tyrannical and uajust, they 

dv not operate w them to apy 

greal extent 

ExGranp.—No man euyoys al! 
the nyghts and privileces of a 
ciuizen in Ragland and Ireland, 
unless he be of the Church of 
Magtandeea law that oppre SS0% 
tow thirds of the peop'e, to en 
sich the remaining third. 


Oh! Engle nd! IW here is thy blush 


A OC LY OL 


A Sm re 


—_— 


The fellowmg is the estimate ou which the valua of 
the English Church property is taken. 


Annual value of the cross preduce of the land wm Eng- 





land and Wales . a - 159,000,000 
One third vot subject to tithe for the Clergy, being 

tythe free or lay tnpropriations - 50,000,000 
Amount on which (ythe ts levied . 190,000.000 
Supposing the Clergy level one sixteenth, they cet 6 250.0090 
Estates of Bishops “and Ecclesiastical C Orporaitens 1.000.000 
Assessments in towns on bouses, &e. . - 950,090 
Uhapels of Ease S:ipenes . - 100,000 





The catimate of Church property used in these tables = 7,600,000 





Yt . 
But this is evidentiv a mucn former estimate than the 
frue one. A morning paper raises the tythes te 


wv 
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%,204,0001., exclusive of the property of the ecclesias- 
tical cor porations and if the full produce of the tythes 
be set down at nine millions for England and Wales, 
it will not exceed the truth:—and the Irish tythe robs 
the land of more than two milons, though the Church. 
may not receive so much, as itis compelled - to employ an 
army of proctors, to collect them,. which must be fed 
and paid out of them. Thus the estimates in these cal- 
culations may be confidently relied uponas not excceding 
the truth. 

The writer proceeds to devise a plan which would re- 
duce the price of the state religion to twomillions per an - 
num; which would then becharging for itabout four times 
as much as state religion cost in any other part of the 
world ;—for as 30 millions of people in France pay but 
ONE million to the Church, twelve millions in England 
ought not to pay more than "400 0001. ; more particularly 
as the French maintain 26, 780 clergy men for the one 
million; while only six thousand are proposed for Eny- 
land and Wales. But with this, we have nothing to rid 
as it would be far the wisest plan, to divorce the Church 
and State from their connection, and take religion out of 

the Aeeping of her political pr rotectors! The intrigue 
between them has been productive of many plagues, and 
not one benefit. All its offspring are mischiefs, That 
such a connection is necessary to the existence of relt- 
sion, is disproved by the present state of America, 
where the various secls spread more rapidly, and 
find more zealous votaries than in any of the old coun- 
tries of Europe. In moct of the ola states, religion ts 
evidently on the decline. In America, on the contrary, 
it is as evidently on the increase:—so that a State rell- 
gion is proved to be unnecessary on any religious ac- 
— and if it is only useful to rulers, as a means of 
ating a race of political deluders, on politicak sub- 
jects, by hiring the Clergy in support of the govern- 
ment, the sooner such a system were reformed ihe bet- 
ter. We shall, therefore, only give this writer’s “ esti- 

‘ mated amount of Church property, which can be re- 

‘ sorted to for the use of the State.” The total value 
of Church property, sold at 25 years purchase, he es- 
timates at lara O00] ; or about one-fourth of the 
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funded debt; but it is evident that such a measure as 
the Church property could not be carried in an 
assembly of those who were fattening upon the 
spoil which it is proposed to take from them. The funds 
of the English Church may be considered as the retain- 
ing fees of the younger branches of the Aristacracy :— 
as a species of political tax, devised with more than ordi- 
nary cunning, and levied in a mode that is intended to 
disguise its nature. In the established Church, the 
priesthood is a REGULAR TRADE, like the army, the 
navy, and the bar. Religion has nothing to do with the 
matter. The father of a family looks about to see where 
his interest lies—that is, to see what service he renders 
corruption, in order to get a portion of the good things 
that she has at her disposal. If he thinks he can reach 
Church preferment, he makes one son a Priest, as he 
makes another a soldier, a sailor, or a barrister! Jt isa 
very convenient line for a simpleton ; as neither talent 
nor virtue are requisite for ordination, but an implicit 
devotion to the * powers that be,” which a blockhead is 
far more likely to pay than a wise man! It is the pay- 
ERs, and not the Receivers, of tythes, that must put an 
end to this system; and the payers can put an end to it 
whenever they please to DECLINE the payment. This 
is the only way of appropriating the revenues of the 
«hureh to the service of the State. 

Sir Charles Wolseley has published an excellent Ad- 
dress upon the subject of tythes, to the farmers of Staf- 
furdshire, which we gave in our publication of last week ; 
and we have some iopes, that the country will follow the 
advice he there gives them, in conformity with the 
LEGAL DECISION, that where there is NO PRO- 
FIT, there can be NO LIABILITY to the payment of 
tythes. A steady determination to act upon this prin- 
ciple, would soon induce, even the dignitaries of the 
Whurch, to become friendly to Reform, as the ond 
means of securing their own interests. A bad system 
of government, by exhausting the present, and by anti- 
cipating the future resources of the nation, has at last 
reached that monstrous climax of consumption, which 
renders ihe land utterly unable to bear the burtheng 
which are imposed upon it. [t affords no profit, speak~ 
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ing generally ; and in a short period, this will be univer- 
sally the case. ‘The gross produce of the land ef Eng- 
land and Wales, is not more than to the value of 150 
millions. The Government. takes JSifty millions of this 
sum in taxation. The Church takes ten millions more, 
intythes. The Poor’s Rate, and other local rates, amount 
perhaps to seven millions more; making a subtraction 
from the gross produce of sixty-seven millions—which 
would be a great deal more than double the amount of 
ithe profits of the produce, at prices which would remu- 
nerate the farmer :—but when it is considered that the 
cullivators are now aclualiy LOSING BY THE PRO- 
DUCE, and that this SIXTY-SEVEN MILLIONS is 
to be ADDED TO THEIR LOSS, instead of being 
taken from their profits, we cannot fail to perceive, that 
it is utterly impossible for the thing to last :—and that it 
is the common interest of all, to put an end to it as soon 
as possible, by the introduction of a new and equitable 
system. But it is the PAYERS that must do this. 
They must steadfastly oppose the payment of tythes, 
where they are losing by tle cultivation. And they must 
as resolutely revert to the CONDITIONS on which 
tythes were originally granted: and endeavour to enforce 
their application to the LEGAL PURPOSES for which 
they were granted. The Clergy have NO CLAIM, by 
frie, to any more than one-third of the produce of the 
tvthes. The length of time during which they have 
usurped the whole, gives them no more legal claim to 
the whole, than the diversion of any other charitable 
fund from its original purpose. When a case of this fat- 
ter description is brought before the Lord Chancellor, if 
ihe parties were to plead the length of time which the. 
funds had been misapplied, he would tell them that they 
aggravated their case, and must restore to the proper ob- 
jects what they had been plundering them of ; and, though 
it is to be supposed, that in the first instance, the digni- 
taries of the law will be disposed to favour the diguitaries 
of the Chureh; yet, at last, law and reason may be found 
too strong for them all! 
‘Let the PAYERS think seriously upon these maiters, 

before iL 1s too date. [Tt is a common practice for indo- 
‘ent and unthinking people to say, that they will go on 
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as long as they can! This is the grossvst folly imagi- 
nable. They go on until they have nothing left, tor 
which it is worth their while to make any exertion ; or 
until they are unable to exert themselues. What stupi- 
dity is this. Suppose a wolf was to come every night, 
and fetch a sheep from a farmer’s fold, would the 
farmer, instead of sending his men to destroy, or drive 
him away, tell them “ not to mind it; Ae ez cull go on 
as long as he could,” and suffer him to cat up the whole 
fold; before he sallied sere in chase of him? Why, then, 

say ‘they will go on as long as they can, with a system 
which has, guinea by cuinea, flaken away all their pro. 

fits; and which is now taking away ali their capital stil! 
more rapidly than it destroyed their profits? While they 
were gaining by a bad system, they must have been 
wiser than Englishmen general ly are, ifthey had paused 
to reflect that what seemed to be gain was only delu- 
sion, and must brine ruin as a consequence; but now 
that they are ruened, or that inevitable ruin slares them 
in the face, what do they mean by gotng on as long as 
they can! [tis the language of absolute insanity. They 
should button up their breeches? pockets as tight as pos- 
sible, put their hands over them as centinels, and defy 
even the swords of the Manchester Yeomanry to cut 
them open, for the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or any 
of his minions. With justice to themselves, with justice 
to their country, they can go on no longer. They have 
reached the ver y edge of the precipice ; ‘and if they do not 
recede, they must be precipitated into the yawning gsulph! 

What is first to be done, is te get out of danger, to 
draw back from the brink, and get safe footing once 
more. This may be done by STOPPING ; but to go on, 
is to leap into certain destruction. They may choose 
which they will: whether they will listen to those who 
have brought them there, those who tell them to leap 
boldly down, upon the cat's chance of alighting upon 
the ir legs ; or whether they will trust the evidence of 
their own senses for the reality of the danger, and be 
wise in time to avoid the last « desperate plunge, which 
will seal their fate as slaves for ever, and bind their pos- 
terity in endless chains. 

| T. J. W 


We) 7 on A h G aol, July 20, 1822. 
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ADDRESS OF THE TRACHERS OF THE RADICAL 
UNION SUNDAY SCHOOL AT MANCHESTER, TO MR. 
WOOLER, 


——— 


Manchester, 2¢d July, 1822. 

Respecrep Sir, 
We, the undersigned, being ieacliers of the Radical 
Union Sunday Schoo!, George Leigh Sireet, Manchester, do con- 
sider it our bounden duty, previous to your quitting the Bo- 
soughmongers’ Gaol, to send an Address of Thanks indicative 
of our high esteem for you; and of our joy at the thought 
of your speedy liberation from the fangs of the Boroughmon: 
gers, to comparative liberty: and also to shew to the world, that, 
although you were imimured within a living tomb, still, we had 
not forgotten your manly exer:ions in the sacred cause of Liberty, 
Sorry we are that any individual, who nobly steps forward in 
behalf of his saffering countrymen, should, during his inear. 
ceration for advocating their rights, experience public neglect 


This, we believe, you have experienced; but still hope that out 
feeble effort may be the means of rousing the Reformers to 
a due sense of what they owe to you and to themselves ; 
if it have this effect our object will be aceomplished: if other- 
wise, we can lay our bands upon our hearts, andsay, that we, 
to the utinost of our power, have done ourduty. 

For your able advocacy of the Great Northern Union we con- 
sider that you are worthy of our best thanks, but particularly, 
for that valuable essay on the subject of the Union, in a recent 
number of the Black Dwarf. 

In it, the unassuming, but zealous, friend of his country shines 
conspicuously, and we wish, sincerely wish, that others had pur- 
sued the same undeviating course., You gave the Union your 
sanction and support, because you conceived that the plan, if per- 
severed in, would tend to public good, and we approve of it 
for the same reason, and we are confident that it has already 
done much towards establishing such a Permanent Union as all 
the bust of Boroughmongering influence will not be able to over- 
throw 
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We also look forward with pleasing hope to the tine when al: 
1nen will enjoy, to the fullest extent, both their civil and refigious 
rights, without being shackled with the dread of fine, of impr: 
seniment, and even transportation, for speaking or writing, what 
they consider to be “the words of truth and sobkerness.” We 
are advocates for a Free Press! Free and ansiackled in the 
utmost sense of the word; for, it is our firm opinionthat until 
this object is attained we cannot be said fully toenioy the inestiuma 
ble blessing of civil and religiousFreedom. 

(Signed by the Teachers) 





TO THE TEACHERS OF THE RADICAL UNION SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, GEORGE LEIGH STREET, MANCHESTER. 
Respected friends, 

It is with much satisfaction I have received, on the eve 
of my departure from prison, the flattering testimony of your ap- 
probation. [tis even tyore grateful to my feelings than it woold 
have been at the period when these gates first opened to receive 
ine+ because it affords a proof that the terrors of confinement 
have not operated to the intimidation of the prisoner; vor its 
effects to lessen tha. esteem in which his hemble, but zeslous 
tabours, have been held. I complain not of neglect :—and if the 
public will but attend to its own interesis, it is quite welcome, if 1t 
pleases, to forget me, and inine. The soothsayer said, speaking of 
Casar, when about to warn him of his danger, ** If it wil! please 
Cesar to hear me, “1 shall beseech hin to befriend himself i” 
So speak I to the public :— If it will please tle public to hear 
me, ** 1 do beseech it to befriend itself.’ Ast came a volunteer 
to its service, | make no claim to any reward, beyond that of ths 
approbation of having done my duty. 

Lhave supported the Northern Union from two motives, ei- 
ther of which I deem sufficient to justify any reformer in its 
support. The first is, that it unites the reformers throughout 
the empire, by a general correspondence between ils more ac- 
tive advocates; and this union may be productive of many impor- 
tant advantages by the facilities of communication it alfords with 
,he reformers of the whole conatrs. ‘fhe second is that of 
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sending, if possible, men who wiil ably and fearlessly advocate the 
rights of ALL the people into the House of Commons; and it 
would be an insult to any understanding, to dwell upon the obvious 
advantage of such a measure. The exertions of Mr. Cobbett 
to obtain a seat there; and his well-known opinion that all 
be is now eTecting with his powerful pen, is but trifling, compared 
with what he could effect in the House of Commons, are to 
mean proofs of the importance of the object which the Northern. 
Union has in view; and the fact that he who speaks in Parliament 
has the nation at large for his hearers, determines the propriety 
of the attempt to eaable those to speak there, who can, aud 
will speak to the purpose. Shoul! it even be found impossible 
to obtain seats for such individuals, there are many important 
objeets to which the fuads of the Northern Union might be ap- 
plied ; while the Union of the Reformers which it effects is beyond 
all pecuniary value to the friends of reform. It will therefore 
have iny zealous support, until I see thefuads mis-applied ; amatterc 
that I deem impossible, when I consider the character of the 
manly reformer who holds the office of Treasurer; and that, in 
addition to such a gtarahtee, the vigilance of the enlightened 
friends of Radical Reform, will superintend the application. 

If the Reformers persevere, they musk suceced! If they do noi, 
they will nol deserve success. 

No one, thaa myself, looks more earnestly for the pericd when 
we can cougratulate each other ou the recovery of the public rights ; 
but we must remember, that we cannot win the race by look- 
ing, however wistfully, to the glorious poiat where our labours 
should terminate.—We must press forward, aud supply by inde. 
fatigable labour, what we lack in other means. Reason, truth, 
justice, and virtue, are ou our side. The prejudices that vena! 
interests once erected as barriers for despotism, are gradually 
mouldering away; and the rising generation, of which so impor 
tant a part isunder your tuition, will- doubtless witness the tri. 
umph of the principles which youare so worthily employed in dis- 
seminating. 

Por the press, 1r wILz BE FREE, in contempt of the despotic 
enactments intended to bind it to the car of tyranny. Theres are 


hearts that will mot bend; there are souls that will not be feltored 
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‘Sin inky chains, and rotien parchment bonds!" And, ere long, 
juries, ceasiag to be ignorant, will cease to be the tools of op- 
pression.—Then will come the dawn of that long-wished for 
day, when the star of reason shall usher in the suo of liberty ; 
and when all the changeful satellites of despotism shall sink with ' 
the shades of the receding night. Then shall all the labourers in 
4 the cause of freedom, exult in their past toils,and recount the tales 
: of their past dangers with unmixed delight; while the triumph 


Le 





of justice shall enable all to ** situnder their own vines, none 
daring to make them afraid.” 
I remain, respected friends, 
With great respect, 
Yonrs truly, 
T. J, WOOLER 
Warwick Gaol, July 24, 1892. 
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